
Letter Formation Guidance 
 

Letter Teaching Points Supporting 

Resources 

Set 1 Letters (c, o, a, d, g, f, s, q, e) 

c  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

17 

o  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
16 

a  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

6 

d  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

13 
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g 

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
15 

f  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

26 

Cursive: 
✓ Start at the top 
✓ Go round, and straight down 

✓ Lift your pencil, and cross the ‘f’ in the middle 

 

s  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

5 
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q 

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
35 

e  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
21 

Set 2 Letters (i, l, t, j, u, y) 

i  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
10 
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l  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
27 

t  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
7 

j  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

29 

u  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
22 
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y  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
33 

Set 3 Letters (b, h, k, m, n, p, r) 

b  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

25 

h  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

24 
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k  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
18 

Cursive: 

✓ Start at the top 
✓ Go straight down  
✓ Back up 

✓ Over and round 
✓ Down and flick 

 

m  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
12 

n  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

11 
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p  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
8  

r  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

23 

Set 4 Letters (v, w, x, z) 

v  

 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
30 

w  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
31 
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z  

 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
34 

x   

 
 

 
 
 

Checklist:  
✓ Start at the top 

✓ Go down to the bottom 
✓ Lift your pencil to the top  
✓ Down across the other way 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

32 

Capital Letters 

A Down, life, down, lift and across. Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

48 

B Down, lift, and rount till you stop, and round till you stop. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

50 

C Round. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
51 

D Down, lift, and round. Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
50 

E Down, and across, lift, across at the top, lift, across in 
the middle.  

Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

53 

F Down, lift, across at the top, lift, across in the middle.  Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

53 

G Round, up, and down. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
51 

H Down, lift, down, lift and across in the middle.  Nelson 
Handwriting: 
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Reception, unit 

53 

I Down. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
53 

J Down, and round. Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
52 

K Down, lift, out from the middle up, lift, out from the 
middle down. 

Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
52 

L Down, and across. Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

54 

M Down, lift, down and across, up and across, and down. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

48 

N Down, lift, down and across, and up.  Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
48 

O Round. Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
51 

P Down, lift, and round till you stop. Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

50 

Q All the way round, lift, and down. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

51 

R Down, lift, and round till you stop, out from the middle, 

and down. 

Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
50 

S Round, and back round. Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
52 

T Down, lift, and across.  Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
54 
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U Down, round, and up. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
52 

V Down, and up.  Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
49 

W Down, up, down, and up. Nelson 
Handwriting: 

Reception, unit 
49 

X Down and cross, lift, down and across.  Nelson 
Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

49 

Y Down and across, lift, and all the way down and across Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 

49 

Z Straight across, down and across, and straight across. Nelson 

Handwriting: 
Reception, unit 
48 

 


